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hl'v'm' lKoB; AtWkl.m;W Aas.Ki !ykihe ~yIm;V'B; hw"hy> Ps 103:19   The LORD has established his throne 

in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all 
Atm'k.x'B. ~k'x' lLeh;t.yI-la; 

Atr"Wbg>Bi rABGIh; lLeh;t.yI-la;w> 
Arv.['B. ryvi[' lLeh;t.yI-la; 

 
ytiAa [:doy"w> lKef.h; 

#r<a'B' hq"d"c.W jP'v.mi ds,x, hf,[o hw"hy> ynIa] yKi 
yTic.p;x' hL,aeb.-yKi 

 

Jer 9:23-24   Thus says the LORD: "Let not the 

wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty 

man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast 

in his riches,  
24

 but let him who boasts boast in 

this, that he understands and knows me, that I 

am the LORD who practices steadfast love, 

justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in 

these things I delight, declares the LORD." 
~M'T;Ti ~ymiT' rb:G>-~[i dS'x;t.Ti dysix'-~[i 

 
lT'P;t.Ti vQe[i-~[iw> rr"B't.Ti rb"n"-~[i 

Ps 18:25-26 With the merciful you show yourself 

merciful; with the blameless man you show 

yourself blameless;  
26

 with the purified you show 

yourself pure; and with the crooked you make 

yourself seem tortuous (nezrozumiteľný) 
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0. INTRODUCTION 

 [BARTHOLOMEW] “Chance and necessity account for everything (MONOD).” 

 Ps 92:5 How great are your works, O LORD! Your thoughts are very deep! 

(^yt,bov.x.m; Wqm.[' daom. hw"hy> ^yf,[]m; Wld>G"-hm;) 

0.1. “PROVIDENCE” – DEFINITION 

 vid-eo → to see, ei=don → saw 

 [Oxford] L. prōvidēntia foresight, precaution, providence, from prōvidēre to provide 

 [Schaff-Herzog] In the wider sense of the term providence denotes the exercise of God's 

(1) wisdom, (2) omnipotence,  and (3) goodness; while in the narrower sense it signifies the 

guidance of the world toward the end appointed by God. 
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[CAPPE, N. 1818] When we assert the divine providence, we  deny on the one hand, that any thing comes  to 

pass by chance or accident; i. e. without  the knowledge, or beside the purpose of God; we deny on the 

other hand, that any thing takes place, through I know not what fatality, whether it be contrary to the divine 

will, and uncontrollable by his power; or whether, being agreeable to his pleasure, it be the effect of a 

necessity that proceeds not from his determination. We deny that the world is abandoned without order, rule, 

or end; we  affirm, that whatever be at any time its order, it is precisely what God wills it should be; and that 

whatever be its end, the divine pleasure will therein be perfectly accomplished; 

 [D’ARCY 1935] “So sensitive are we now that to write a paper on  Providence must mean, in fact, 

a paper on the  problem of evil.” 

0.2. PROVIDENCE – AN ATTRIBUTE OF GOD? 

 [Oxford Dictionary] attribute  – A quality or character ascribed to any person or thing, one which 

is in common estimation or usage assigned to him; hence, sometimes, an epithet or appellation in 

which the quality is ascribed. 

[LACOSTE] The word providence designates the way in which God rules the world according to his purposes. 

In the broad sense, providence concerns all of creation; more narrowly, humanity; and still more specifically, 

the direction of history. Anthropocentrism has been an essential characteristic of the concept of providence 

from the beginning, but the idea of a general design of providence in and through history dates from the 18th 

century. 

 HAUCK: Realenzyklopädie (1908) 

 

0.3. PROVIDENCE AND THE LAWS NATURE 

 belief in evolution → fatalism 

 [CARSON A. 1852] and the depravity of the human heart  make a veil of the physical laws by 

which God  usually conducts his government, which hides God in  his own works. 

 does chance lie within the purposes of God? 

 did God create some beings for destruction? 

 does God take risks? (Open Theism) 

 are there stages in God’s knowledge? 

[CHAMBERS] when Providence or suffering contradicts any form of credal belief, the holder of the creed 

becomes vindictive in trying to justify what is threatened, and no longer discerns the truth. (Baffled to Fight 

Better) 

 Theo-evolution? → (1) evolution has no purpose/goal, (2) evolution necessarily uses violence and 

death, (3) the Bible describes creation in separated stages (days) and separated species (kinds) 

 Stoicism and the idea of providence [LACOSTE] “the concept of pronoia occurs explicitly in 

the Stoics, particularly from time of Chrysippus (third century B.C.) and Xeno (third and second 

centuries B.C.)” 

[SENECA] God has the mind of a father, he cherishes for them a manly love, and he says, “Let them be  

harassed by toil, by suffering, by losses, in order that they may gather true strength.” Bodies grow fat  

through sloth are weak, and not only labour, but  even movement and their very weight cause them  to 

break down. Unimpaired prosperity cannot withstand a single blow; but he who has struggled constantly 
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with his ills becomes hardened through suffering, and yields to no misfortune; nay, even if  he falls, he 

still fights upon his knees. 

0.4. SOME EXAMPLES FROM SCRIPTURE 

0.4.1. PERSONAL 

 1Pt 5:7  casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. (pa/san th.n me,rimnan ùmw/n 
evpiri,yantej evpV auvto,n( o[ti auvtw/| me,lei peri. ùmw/nÅ) 

 Phil 4:19  And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ 

Jesus (o ̀de. qeo,j mou plhrw,sei pa/san crei,an ùmw/n kata. to. plou/toj auvtou/ evn do,xh| evn Cristw/| 
VIhsou/) 

 Gn 22:14 So Abraham called the name of that place, "The LORD will provide" (ha,r>yI hw"hy>); as it is 

said to this day, "On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided." (ha,r"yE hw"hy> rh:B.) 
 Gn 16:14 Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi (yairo yx;l; raEB.); it lies between Kadesh and 

Bered.  

0.4.2. PEOPLE OF GOD / THE CHURCH 

 Gn 50:20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that 

many people should be kept alive, as they are today 

 Mt 28:20  And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. (kai. ivdou. evgw. meqV ùmw/n eivmi 
pa,saj ta.j h`me,raj e[wj th/j suntelei,aj tou/ aivw/noj) 

 Rom 5:1-4  Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  
2
 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which 

we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  
3
 More than that, we rejoice in our 

sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,  
4
 and endurance produces character, and 

character produces hope, 

0.4.3. THE WORLD 

 Jer 27:1-8   In the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word 

came to Jeremiah from the LORD.  
2
 Thus the LORD said to me: "Make yourself straps and yoke-

bars, and put them on your neck.  
3
 Send word to the king of Edom, the king of Moab, the king of 

the sons of Ammon, the king of Tyre, and the king of Sidon by the hand of the envoys who have 

come to Jerusalem to Zedekiah king of Judah.  
4
 Give them this charge for their masters: 'Thus says 

the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: This is what you shall say to your masters:  
5
 "It is I who by 

my great power and my outstretched arm have made the earth, with the men and animals that are 

on the earth, and I give it to whomever it seems right to me.  
6
 Now I have given all these lands into 

the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, my servant, and I have given him also the beasts 

of the field to serve him. 
7
 All the nations shall serve him and his son and his grandson, until the 

time of his own land comes (Acr>a; t[e-aBo d[;). Then many nations and great kings shall make him 

their slave.  
8
 But if any nation or kingdom will not serve this Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 

and put its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, I will punish that nation with the sword, 

with famine, and with pestilence, declares the LORD, until I have consumed it by his hand. 

1. PROVIDENCE – THE GOD OF ACTION 

 [CARSON, A.] Divine Providence disposes the event according to sovereign pleasure. 

 → the book of Esther 

1.1. TRANSCENDENCE AND IMMANENCE 

 the transcendence of God → worship (Rom 11:34-36  For who has known the mind of the Lord, 

or who has been his counselor?"  
35

 "Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?"  
36

 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen) 

 the immanence of God → trust (Eph 1:11  according to the purpose of him who works all things 

according to the counsel of his will) 
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1.2. THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD 

 Col 1:13-18  the kingdom of his beloved Son,  
14

 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 

of sins.  
15

 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  
16

 For by him all 

things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

rulers or authorities- all things were created through him and for him.  
17

 And he is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together (kai. auvto,j evstin pro. pa,ntwn kai. ta. pa,nta evn auvtw/| 
sune,sthken).  

18
 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from 

the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 

 John 5:26-27  For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in 

himself.  
27

 And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 

[BRUCE, A.B. 1889] As the Mediator  between the Father and the world, it belongs to the essence  of the Son 

to live not only in the Father, but also in the  world. As 'the heart of God the Father,' He is at the same  time 

the eternal heart of the world, through which the divine life flows into the creation. As the Logos of the 

Father, He  is at the same time the eternal world-Logos, through whom  the divine light rays forth into the 

creation. He is ground  and source of all reason in the creation, whether in man or in  angel, in Greek or in 

Jew. He is the principle of law and  promise in the Old Testament, the eternal light which shines  in the 

darkness of heathendom; all holy germs of truth to be  found in the heathen world have been sown in the souls 

of  men by Him. He is the eternal principle of providence, amid the confusion of the world's life; all forces 

of nature, all ideas and angels, being ministering instruments of His all-ordering, all-guiding will. 

1.3. THE PARADIGMATIC CASE OF JOB 

 Job 1:9  Then Satan answered the LORD and said, "Does Job fear God for no reason? 

(~yhil{a/ bAYai arEy" ~N"xih; rm:aYOw: hw"hy>-ta, !j"F'h; ![;Y:w:) 

2. PROVIDENCE – THE GOD TO BE TRUSTED 

 Rom 8:28  And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 

those who are called according to his purpose. 

2.1. TRUST BEYOND UNDERSTANDING! 

 Heb 11:8  By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive 

as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 

 Eph 3:20-21  Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 

according to the power at work within us,  
21

 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

2.2. KNOW (BIBLICAL) HISTORY! 

 Ps 77:12  I will ponder all your work, and meditate on your mighty deeds. 

(hx'yfia' ^yt,Alyli[]b;W ^l<[\P'-lk'b. ytiygIh'w>) 
 1Cor 10:6  Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they 

did. 

 Rom 15:4  For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 

endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

2.3. WAIT! 

 Ps 62:5  For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him 

(ytiw"q.Ti WNM,mi-yKi yvip.n: yMiAD ~yhil{ale %a: [v.6])  

 Heb 10:36  For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you 

may receive what is promised 

 1Pt 5:10  And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his 

eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you 
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3. TO REMEMBER 

 Providence of God must be understood in the light of the Scripture – neither fully explained, nor 

completely ignored. 

 Understanding our personal providences has to be guided by the one goal of Providence – the glory 

of God. 

 Proper response of faith to Providence is waiting on God and active abandonment to his arms. 


