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Amv. vAdq'w> d[; !kEvo aF'nIw> ~r" rm;a' hko yKi 
x:Wr-lp;v.W aK'D:-ta,w> !AKv.a, vAdq'w> ~Arm'  

~yaiK'd>nI ble tAyx]h;l.W ~ylip'v. x:Wr tAyx]h;l. 
 

Isa 57:15  For thus says the One who is high and 

lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name is 

Holy: "I dwell in the high and holy place, and 

also with him who is of a contrite and lowly 

spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to 

revive the heart of the contrite. 
~B'liB. !t:n" ~l'[oh'-ta, ~G: AT[ib hp,y" hf'[' lKoh;-ta, 

hf,[]M;h;-ta, ~d"a'h' ac'm.yI-al{ rv<a] yliB.mi.  
@As-d[;w> varome ~yhil{a/h' hf'['-rv,a] 

Ecc 3:11   He has made everything beautiful in 

its time. Also, he has put eternity into man's 

heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has 

done from the beginning to the end 
lbetew> #r<a, lleAxT.w: WdL'yU ~yrIh' ~r<j,B. 

lae hT'a; ~l'A[-d[; ~l'A[meW 
Ps 90:2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 

or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 

from everlasting to everlasting you are God 

Rev 4:8 a[gioj a[gioj a[gioj ku,rioj o` qeo.j o ̀
pantokra,twr( o ̀h=n kai. o` w'n kai. o` evrco,menojÅ 

Rev 4:8  "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God 

Almighty, who was and is and is to come!" 
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0. INTRODUCTION 

 the French name for God: L’Éternel (YHWH) 

 [BAVINCK] “Infinity in the sense of not being determined by time is the eternity of God.” 

 [AUGUSTINE] De Diversis Quaestionibus Octoginta Tribus 17. – De scientia Dei – “Omne 

praeteritum iam non est, omne futurum nondum est; omne igitur et praeteritum et futurum deest. 

Apud Deum autem nihil deest, nec praeteritum igitur nec futurum, sed omne praesens est apud 

Deum.”  
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0.1. THE WORD “FOREVER” 

 Gen 3:22 …take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever  

(~l'[ol. yx;w" lk;a'w> ~yYIx;h; #[eme ~G: xq;l'w>) 
 Ex 3:15  ' This is my name forever (~l'[ol. ymiV.-hz<), and thus I am to be remembered throughout all 

generations.  

 “a statute forever” (~l'A[ tQ:xu Ex 12:14, 17; 27:21; 28:43; Lev 3:17; 7:36; 10:9; 16:31; 17:7; 23:14, 

21, 31, 41; 24:3; Num 15:15; 18:23) 

 “everlasting hills” Gn 49:26 The blessings of your father are mighty beyond the blessings of my 

parents, up to the bounties of the everlasting hills (~l'A[ t[ob.GI tw:a]T;-d[;). May they be on the head of 

Joseph, and on the brow of him who was set apart from his brothers. 

 “forever and ever” (eivj tou.j aivw/naj tw/n aivw,nwn Ps 83:5; Gal 1:5; Phil 4:20; 1 Tim 1:17; 2 Tim 

4:18; Heb 13:21; 1 Pet 4:11; Rev 1:6, 18; 4:9f; 5:13; 7:12; 10:6; 11:15; 15:7; 19:3; 20:10; 22:5) 

0.2. THE WORD “ETERNITY” 

0.2.1. SLOVAK 

 večný 1. stále trvajúci, jestvujúci (op. časný, dočasný) • odveký (trvajúci oddávna): večná, odveká 

túžba po láske • trvalý (neprerušovaný v čase: op. prechodný): trvalý vzťah • stály • kni/. neustály 

(ktorý má trvale istú vlastnosť): večné, stále zvady; neustále nariekanie • trváci: trváce puto • kniž. 

nehynúci (ktorý nezaniká): nehynúca sláva • nemenný: nemenný poriadok vesmíru  

 Czech: Odvozenina věčný utvořena pro aeternus; 

0.2.2. LATIN 

  

0.2.3. HEBREW  

 (~l'A[me) "from time immemorial" (Ps 25:6; Jer 2:20) 

 (~l'A[l., ~l'A[-d[;) "perpetually, for always" 

 (~l'[ol. hZ"xua] tv,r<l') "as long as one lives" (e.g., a slave for life Lev 25:46) 

 d[,w" ~l'A[l. (Ps 9:6; 119:44; 145:1f, 21; Dan 12:3; Mic 4:5) 

0.2.4. GREEK 

 (eivj tou.j aivw/naj) Luke 1:33; Rom 1:25; 9:5; 11:36; 16:27; 2 Cor 11:31; Heb 13:8; 1 Pet 5:11 

 (eivj tou.j aivw/naj tw/n aivw,nwn) Gal 1:5; Phil 4:20; 1Tim 1:17; 2Tim 4:18; Heb 13:21; 1Pt 4:11; 

Rev 1:6, 18; 4:9f; 5:13; 7:12; 10:6; 11:15; 15:7; 19:3; 20:10; 22:5 

0.3. THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS 

 no beginning and no end; infinite perfection; immutability; life in himself;  

1. ETERNITY AND HUMAN ASPIRATIONS 

TENNYSON In Memoriam RUFUS Sestrička nádej 
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  “There exists a similarity as well as a difference between God's eternal present and man's consciousness of 

the present.”
1 

 2Pt 3:3-4   scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires.  
4
 

They will say, "Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all 

things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation. (evleu,sontai evpV evsca,twn tw/n 
h`merw/n ÎevnÐ evmpaigmonh/| evmpai/ktai kata. ta.j ivdi,aj evpiqumi,aj auvtw/n poreuo,menoi 4  kai. le,gontej\ 
pou/ evstin h` evpaggeli,a th/j parousi,aj auvtou/È avfV h-j ga.r oì pate,rej evkoimh,qhsan( pa,nta ou[twj 
diame,nei avpV avrch/j kti,sewjÅ) 

1.1. ETERNAL EXISTENCE 

 eternity in the heart → Myths; Sci-Fi; art;  

 Gilgamesh →  … Gilgamesh looks for Utnapishtim, the only human being who was granted 

eternal life by the gods. He wants to learn the secret of how to avoid death. 

[Megan ILNITZKI] In the great Mesopotamian epic Gilgamesh, the titular king and founderof the city of 

Uruk, witnesses the death of his closest companion, Enkidu,and becomes fearful of his own mortality. The 

anxiety over his own in-evitable demise motivates Gilgamesh to embark upon a quest in search 

ofimmortality that takes him to the farthest ends of the Earth. At the end ofthe epic, Gilgamesh journeys 

back to Uruk under the impression that he hadfailed in his quest, as he had not obtained physical 

immortality. But as KingGilgamesh approaches his beloved city, however, he sees Uruk from an en-tirely 

new perspective, and he realizes that the piece of himself that lies withinthe very brickwork and 

fortification of the city is his immortality. Gilgamesh’sjourney therefore ends successfully as he 

understands that the legacy of hiscity will transcend the mortal boundaries of life and death. 

(http://www.bu.edu/av/core/journal/xx/vol20-ilnitzki-gilgamesh and the quest for immortality.pdf) 

1.2. ETERNAL LEGACY 

 empires; philosophies; artworks… 

 funeral speeches: perpetual remembrance… 

 Gn 11:4  "Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us 

make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth." 

2. ETERNITY AND THE BEING OF GOD 

2.1. GOD – THE NECESSARY BEING 

 “If anything exists, something has to exist necessarily”. 

  “If there is a god, his/its(?) being is necessary”. Being there (existence) belongs to the 

definition of the word “god”.  

  It is impossible to think of an “non-existent god”. It is an oxymoron. 

 God (YHWH) is outside time-space reality. 

 He attributes of absolute independence (→ aseitas; infinity; glory; immutability; faithfulness…) 

2.2. GOD INHABITS ETERNITY 

Isa 57:15 (d[; !kEvo) → no decay; no fatigue; no boredom… 

 dwelling = “home”, permanent abode; intimacy; “at home” 

 dwelling = “starting point” of every activity 

 dwelling = resting place; peace; “just being there” 

2.3. GOD – THE FATHER OF ETERINITY 

 God’s eternal salvation 

 Is 43:10-13 …know and believe me and understand that I am he (aWh ynIa]-yKi). Before me no god 

was formed, nor shall there be any after me (hy<h.yI al{ yr:x]a;w> lae rc;An-al{ yn:p'l.).  
11

I, I am the 

                                                      
1
 Herman Hausheer, St. Augustine's Conception of Time. In The Philosophical Review, Vol. 46, No. 5 (Sep., 

1937), p. 510. 
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LORD, and besides me there is no savior. 
12

I declared and saved and proclaimed, when there 

was no strange god among you; and you are my witnesses," declares the LORD, "and I am God.  
13

Also henceforth I am he; there is none who can deliver from my hand (lyCim; ydIY"mi !yaew> aWh ynIa] 
~AYmi-~G:); I work, and who can turn it back?" 

 Isa 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father 

(d[;ybia]), Prince of Peace. 
 Rev 1:8 "I am the Alpha and the Omega (to. a;lfa kai. to. w=)," says the Lord God, "who is and who 

was and who is to come (o ̀w'n kai. o` h=n kai. o` evrco,menoj), the Almighty." 

 Rev 21:6 And he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end 

(evgw, ÎeivmiÐ to. a;lfa kai. to. w=( h` avrch. kai. to. te,loj). To the thirsty I will give from the spring of 

the water of life without payment. 

 Jesus Christ: 

 the Father of our eternal life 

 the Father of the future eternal world 

3. ETERNITY AND OUR HOPES 

3.1. ALWAYS FUTURE 

 hope without end  

 John 17:3 …this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 

have sent (au[th de, evstin h` aivw,nioj zwh. i[na ginw,skwsin se. to.n mo,non avlhqino.n qeo.n kai. o]n 
avpe,steilaj VIhsou/n Cristo,nÅ) 

 Rom 15:13  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power 

of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope 

3.2. ALWAYS FRESH 

 Rom 6:4 …as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 

newness of life (evn kaino,thti zwh/j) 
 Isa 40:31  they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength (x:ko Wpylix]y:); they shall mount up 

with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint 

(Wp['yyI al{w> Wkl.yE W[g"yyI al{w> WcWry" ~yrIv'N>K; rb,ae Wl[]y:) 
 1Thes 4:17  we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord (kai. ou[twj pa,ntote su.n kuri,w| 
evso,meqa) 

 freshness; youthful vigour… 

4. TO REMEMBER 

 The eternity of God is his necessary attribute of being. Whoever/(whatever) is eternal, he is divine. 

 Our deep desire for “eternal present” is a God-given gift that only he can give. 

 We can share the eternity of God only through Jesus, his cross and his resurrection. 


