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Ca,rij tw/| qew/| evpi. th/| avnekdihgh,tw| auvtou/ dwrea/| 2Cor 9:15  Thanks be to God for his inexpressible 

gift! 

13 kai. ouvdei.j avnabe,bhken eivj to.n ouvrano.n eiv mh. 
o ̀evk tou/ ouvranou/ kataba,j( o` uìo.j tou/ avnqrw,pouÅ 
14  Kai. kaqw.j Mwu?sh/j u[ywsen to.n o;fin evn th/| 
evrh,mw|( ou[twj ùywqh/nai dei/ to.n uìo.n tou/ 
avnqrw,pou( 15  i[na pa/j o ̀pisteu,wn evn auvtw/| e;ch| 
zwh.n aivw,nionÅ 16  ou[twj ga.r hvga,phsen ò qeo.j 
to.n ko,smon( w[ste to.n uìo.n to.n monogenh/ e;dwken( 
i[na pa/j o ̀pisteu,wn eivj auvto.n mh. avpo,lhtai avllV 
e;ch| zwh.n aivw,nionÅ 17  ouv ga.r avpe,steilen ò qeo.j 
to.n uìo.n eivj to.n ko,smon i[na kri,nh| to.n ko,smon( 
avllV i[na swqh/| o ̀ko,smoj diV auvtou/Å 18  o ̀pisteu,wn 
eivj auvto.n ouv kri,netai\ ò de. mh. pisteu,wn h;dh 
ke,kritai( o[ti mh. pepi,steuken eivj to. o;noma tou/ 
monogenou/j uìou/ tou/ qeou/Å 

John 3:13-18  No one has ascended into heaven 

except him who descended from heaven, the Son 

of Man.  
14

 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 

the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up, 
15

 that whoever believes in him may have 

eternal life."  
16

 For God so loved the world, that 

he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life.  
17

 For 

God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world 

might be saved through him.  
18

 Whoever believes 

in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 

believe is condemned already, because he has not 

believed in the name of the only Son of God. 
#r<a'h'-ta,w> ~yIm:V'h;-ta, ~AYh; ~k,b' ytidoy[ih; 

hl'l'Q.h;w> hk'r"B.h; ^yn<p'l. yTit;n" tw<M'h;w> ~yYIx;h; 
^[<r>z:w> hT'a; hy<x.Ti ![;m;l. ~yYIx;B; T'r>x;b'W 

Ab-hq'b.d"l.W AlqoB. [:mov.li ^yh,l{a/ hw"hy>-ta, hb'h]a;l. 20 

hm'd"a]h'-l[; tb,v,l' ^ym,y" %r<aow> ^yY<x; aWh yKi 
 ^yt,boa]l; hw"hy> [B;v.nI rv,a]  

~h,l' ttel' bqo[]y:l.W qx'c.yIl. ~h'r"b.a;l. 

Dt 30:19-20  I call heaven and earth to witness 

against you today, that I have set before you life 

and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose 

life, that you and your offspring may live,  
20

 

loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice 

and holding fast to him, for he is your life and 

length of days, that you may dwell in the land that 

the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to 

Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them. 

1John 3:16  evn tou,tw| evgnw,kamen th.n avga,phn( 
o[ti evkei/noj ùpe.r h`mw/n th.n yuch.n auvtou/ e;qhken 

1John 3:16  By this we know love, that he laid 

down his life for us 

1 Peter 5:7 … auvtw/| me,lei peri. ùmw/n …he cares for you 

John 14:18 Ouvk avfh,sw ùma/j ovrfanou,j( e;rcomai 
pro.j um̀a/j 

John 14:18  I will not leave you as orphans; I will 

come to you. 
%r<d< Wdb.atow> @n:a/y<-!P, rb;-WqV.n: 

Ab yseAx-lK' yrEv.a; APa; j[;m.Ki r[:b.yI-yKi 
Ps 2:12  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you 

perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

Nu 21:5-9  And the people spoke against God and against Moses, "Why have you brought us up out of 

Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food."  
6
 Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of 

Israel died.  
7
 And the people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned, for we have spoken against 

the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us." So Moses 

prayed for the people.  
8
 And the LORD said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent (@r"f') and set it on a 

pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live."  
9
 So Moses made a bronze serpent   

(tv,xon> vx;n>) and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at (jyBihiw>) the bronze serpent 

and live. 
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0. INTRODUCTION  

0.1 CELEBRATING THE INCARNATION 

 pagan holidays? → ignore it! 

 The Incarnation without Christs’ Resurrection does not help us. 

0.2 CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

 Christmas and gifts → enjoying the gift of the Son of God 

 tradition of gift-giving – pagan? Esther 9:19  the Jews …send gifts of food to one another… 

 expression of joy 

 parallel to the gifts of the Magi… 

0.3 JOHN 3:16 

 [C.H.SPURGEON [1834-1892] Immeasurable Love (No.1850)] I WAS very greatly surprised the 

other day (y.1885), in looking over the list of texts from which I have preached, to find that I 

have no record of ever having spoken from this verse [since 1854]. This is all the more singular 

because I can truly say that it might be put in the forefront of all my volumes of discourses as 

the sole topic of my life’s ministry. It has been my one and only business to set forth the love 

of God to men in Christ Jesus. 

[PIPER Solid Joys] …something must be done to help us once more feel the awe, the fear, the astonishment, 

the wonder of the Son of God, begotten by the Father from all eternity, reflecting all the glory of God, being 

the very image of his person, through whom all things were created, upholding the universe by the word of 

his power. You can read every fairy tale that was ever written, every mystery thriller, every ghost story, and 

you will never find anything so shocking, so strange, so weird and spellbinding as the story of the 

incarnation of the Son of God. How dead we are! How callous and unfeeling to your glory and your story, 

O God! How often have I had to repent and say, “God, I am sorry that the stories men have made up stir my 

emotions, my awe and wonder and admiration and joy, more than your own true story.” 

1. THE VALUE OF THE GIFT 

[CHAMBERS] The first thing we need to be educated in spiritually is a knowledge of the dimensions of Divine 

love, its length and depth and breadth and height. That God is love is a revelation. Unless I am born from 

above (rv mg), what is the use of telling me God is love? To me He is not love. Where is the love of God in 
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war? in suffering? in all the inevitable inequalities of life? No one who faces facts as they are could ever 

prove that God is love unless he accepts the revelation of His love made by Jesus Christ. John 3:16 does not 

begin to have any meaning to the natural man who knows nothing whatever of the domain Jesus Christ 

represents; but let him come up against things and be brought to his wits’ end, and then let him read John 

3:16. Not until we realise that there is something tragic at the basis of human life shall we recognise the love 

of God.  (The Place of Help) 

1.1 SUBSTITUTES 

 mother-child (Luke 11:27-28  a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, "Blessed 

is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at which you nursed!"  
28

 But he said, "Blessed 

rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!") 

 family  (Mark 3:21,32-35  … his family …went out to seize him, for they were saying, "He is 

out of his mind. …Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you."  
33

 And he 

answered them, "Who are my mother and my brothers?"  
34

 And looking about at those who sat 

around him, he said, "Here are my mother and my brothers!  
35

 Whoever does the will of God, 

he is my brother and sister and mother.) 

 peace (Mt 10:34  Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to 

bring peace, but a sword) 

1.2 FOR THE RECEIVER 

 eternal life → What is it? – Do I need it? – How does it “feel”? – What shall I do with it? 

1.3 FOR THE GIVER 

 the Only Begotten Son → the Trinity (we cannot appreciate the gift without some understanding 

of the Trinity) 

 “gave”  to death (to be lifted up); – to be ignored; – to be abused; – to rule the world (the 

Heir!) 

1.4 THE SON OF GOD AND OUR SON 

 Isaiah 9:6  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given 

2. THE PROBLEM OF RECEPTION 

 the story of Israel and the snakes → 2Ki 18:4  And he [Hezekiah] broke in pieces the bronze 

serpent that Moses had made, for until those days the people of Israel had made offerings to it 

(it was called Nehushtan). 

[CHAMBERS] What has God redeemed? Everything that sin and Satan have touched and blighted, God has 

redeemed; Redemption is complete. We are not working for the redemption of the world, we are working on 

the Redemption, which is a very different thing. Jesus Christ’s last command to His disciples was not to go 

and save the world; the saving is done. He told them to go and make disciples (rv). Our work is to “open their 

eyes, to turn them from darkness to light, from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive 

forgiveness of sins,” i.e. that they may receive the Redemption which is complete but which is incredible to a 

man until he does receive it—“I do not doubt that God saves men; nor do I doubt that He can do all the Bible 

says He can; but it is ridiculous to suppose it includes me!.” (Our Brilliant Heritage) 

2.1 A LOOK WITH UNDERSTANDING 

 Mt 6:26  Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap… 

 2Cor 4:6   For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to give 

the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ (o[ti o ̀qeo.j o ̀eivpw,n\ 
evk sko,touj fw/j la,myei( o]j e;lamyen evn tai/j kardi,aij h`mw/n pro.j fwtismo.n th/j gnw,sewj th/j 
do,xhj tou/ qeou/ evn prosw,pw| ÎVIhsou/Ð Cristou/). 

2.2 THE OPEN EYES 

 Is 42:6-8  I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and 

keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations,  
7
 to open the 

eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit 

in darkness.  
8
 I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to 

carved idols. 
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3. THE LOOK OF FAITH 

 [CHAMBERS, Disciples Indeed] “When once you come in contact with Jesus you are not 

conscious of any effort to believe in Him.” 

 [German Muenchener Neues Testament Version 1998] John 3:16 Denn so liebte Gott die Welt, daß 

er den Sohn, den einziggezeugten, gab, damit jeder Glaubende an ihn nicht verlorengehe, 

sondern habe ewiges Leben. 

 [FINNEY The Oberlin Evangelist. May 25, 1853] the looking brings the cure, although not one of 

them can tell how the healing virtue comes. So we are really to look to Christ, and in looking, 

to receive the healing power. It matters not how little we understand the mode in which the 

looking operates to give us the remedy for sin. 

3.1 NEEDY 

 a look full of meaning; serious; conscious of the problem;  

 Mt 9:11-13   And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, "Why does your 

teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?"  
12

 But when he heard it, he said, "Those who are 

well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  
13

 Go and learn what this means, 'I 

desire mercy, and not sacrifice.' For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners." 

 Mt 5:3  Blessed are the poor in spirit (oì ptwcoi. tw/| pneu,mati), for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

 Rev 3:17  …you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked (su. ei= o ̀ talai,pwroj kai. 
evleeino.j kai. ptwco.j kai. tuflo.j kai. gumno,j) 

3.2 HOPEFUL 

 expectancy; 

 Acts 3:4-5  And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, "Look at us."  
5
 And he 

fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 

 Ps 34:4-5   I sought the LORD, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears.  
5
Those who look to him are radiant (Wrh"n"w> wyl'ae WjyBihi), and their faces shall never be ashamed. 

3.3 SUBMISSIVE 

 John 7:17  If anyone's will is to do God's will (eva,n tij qe,lh| to. qe,lhma auvtou/ poiei/n), he will 

know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority 

4. TO REMEMBER 

 Christmas is about God giving himself to us a gift that never can be surpassed. 

 The problem is not in giving but in our receiving it. We need to have open eyes to see the 

meaning of the gift. 

 A look of faith is full of hopefulness and submission to the will of God. Only such faith is able 

to receive the gift of God in his Son. 


